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Institute for Iran and Eurasia Studies (IRAS)
About Us

The Institute for Iran and Eurasia Studies (IRAS) is the first specialized
and non-governmental research institute in [ran which started its activi-
ty in 2004. This institute was established with the aim of studying and
analyzing various political, economic, social and cultural issues of the
countries located in Eurasia and East and South Asia, as well as issues
related to the relations of these countries with each other and with other
states throughout the world, and especially the relations of these coun-
tries with the Islamic Republic of Iran. Over the past years, IRAS has
published hundreds of strategic analyses, articles and reports for experts,
interested people, academic community and decision-making institu-
tions with the help of prominent Iranian and foreign experts. During
these years, IRAS has tried to promote Eurasian studies and strengthen
international scientific exchanges, and to bring the views and approaches
of Iranian and Eurasian experts closer to each other in dealing with
complicated issues through holding various domestic and international
meetings and conferences.
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Research Departments

The research activities of IRAS are carried out in the
form of the following five research groups:

1. Russian studies research group

2. Central Asian studies research group

3. Caucasus studies research group

4. East and South Asian studies research group

5. Turkish studies research group

IRAS Activities
Publications

IRAS has obtained a publishing license and published many
books and publications independently or in cooperation with
other research centers and publishers. The electronic version of
some of the books published by IRAS can be accessed on the
Fidibo website at the address https://fidibo.com. The titles of
some published books are as follows:

C. Other Publications
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A) Books

- Russia and the Politics of Occidentalism; author: Zhand Shakibi

(2017)

- Relations between Iran and South Caucasus Republics; scientific
editor: Vali Koozegar Kaleji (2017)

- The Social History of Post-Communist Russia; author: Piotr
Dutkiewicz and others, translator: Mohsen Shojaei (2017)

- Cooperation between Iran and Russia; Dimensions and Perspectives,
a group of Iranian and Russian writers; under the supervision of: Igor
Ivanov and Mahmoud Shouri (2016)

- Paradigms of Russia's Foreign Policy (2012-2018), translator: Azar
Behbahani (2016)

- A Selection of Ivan Bunin's Poems, translator: IRAS translation
group (with the efforts of Mohsen Shojaei) (2015)

- Historical Links between Iran and Central Asia (With a Glance on
Historical Monuments of Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan);
writers group (2014)

- The world without Russia; IRAS translation group (2012)

- Central Asia Two Decades after Independence; translators: Mehdi
Sanaei and Alireza Ayari (2011)

- Relations between Iran and Russia, scientific editors: Mehdi Sanaei
and Jahangir Karami (2008)

Russia and the

of Occidentalis




B) Strategic Reports

In order to help decision-making institutions in the country, the
Institute of Iran and Eurasia Studies (IRAS) regularly prepares
reports on strategic issues and sends them to a number of
important officials and centers in the country.

C) Other Publications

In the past years, IRAS has also published a large number of
periodicals and specialized quarterly journals between 2005
and 2012, but unfortunately, due to its financial problems and

changes in publishing policies, their preparation and publication
were stopped.

Research Projects

IRAS is not funded by state budget, therefore it has tried to
provide its financial sources by conducting research projects.
During the years of its activity, this institute has been able to
conduct various basic or applied projects for organizations and
executive and research centers in the country, such as the Ency-
clopedia of Central Asia and the Caucasus; A tripartite plan to
Identify Iranian Monuments in Turkmenistan, Tajikistan and
Uzbekistan; A Comparative Study of Providing Services to
War Survivors in Different Countries; Islamic Encyclopedia in
the Soviet Territory; Sovereignty and Governance in the
Domain of the Ministry of Commerce, With a Glance on the
Experiences of Some Selected Countries; The Status of Shiites
in Russia; Cultural Diplomacy of the United States of America
and the European Union towards the Islamic Republic of Iran.




Expert Meetings

IRAS with the aim of exchanging scientific views and
facilitating dialogue between professors, researchers,
diplomats and executive agents of foreign policy, as well
as benefiting from the views of non-Iranian experts
regarding the most important cultural, political and
economic developments in the Eurasian region, has
regularly held various scientific in person and virtual

meetings.




National and International Conferences

Since its establishment, IRAS has held various conferences at the
national and international levels, some of the most important of which
are:

- The Islamic Revolution of Iran and the Eurasian Region; in coopera-
tion with University of Tehran Faculty of World Studies (2010)

- The International System, Regional Developments and the Foreign
Policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran; in collaboration with Allameh
Tabatabaei University and Institute of Political Technology of Russia
(March 2015)

- Development of Strategic Partnership between Iran and Russia; in
cooperation with the Russian International Relations Council and the
Russian Energy and Security Center in Moscow (December 2014).

- Cultural Integration in Eurasia; in cooperation with ECO Cultural
Organization (October, 2014)

- Iran and Central Eurasia: 25 Years after the Collapse of the Soviet
Union; in collaboration with Shahid Beheshti University (November
2016)

- Cultural Cooperation between Iran and Russia; in cooperation with
the Gorchakov Cultural Foundation in Moscow (2017)

- Iran-Uzbekistan Relations in the Bilateral and Regional Framework;
in cooperation with the Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran in
Uzbekistan (July 2022)

- Iran-Turkey Relations in the Regional and International Framework;
in cooperation with the Turkish Foreign Policy Institute (July 2022)
- Taliban Issue in Iran-Afghanistan Relations; in cooperation with the
Institute for Strategic Studies, Islamabad, Pakistan (October 2022)
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International Cooperation

IRAS is a pioneer in research cooperation with various think
tanks at the regional level and currently, it has mutual scientific
cooperation program with several research centers such as the
Turkish Foreign Policy Institute, Center for Strategic Studies
under the President of Azerbaijan (SAM), Armenia’s Orbeli
Center, Russia's Gorchakov Scientific Foundation, Higher
School of Economics in Moscow , Russian International Affairs
Council (RIAC), Saint Petersburg State University and Pakistan
Institute of Strategic Studies.
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Iranistika Encyclopedia

IRAS in cooperation with St. Petersburg State University and University
of Tehran, is compiling a project of Iranology encyclopedia in Russian
titled Iranistika. The purpose of this “encyclopedia” is to present an
accurate and clear picture of Iran to Russian-speaking audiences
throughout the world. The main approach of this "encyclopedia” is scien-
tific-promotional. It is focused on contemporary Iran, and historical
topics are given second priority. Currently, this encyclopedia is available
electronically at www.iranistika.com and has three separate pages in
Russian, Farsi and English languages.
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Library

The specialized library of IRAS contains about four thousand
volumes of books and Journals in Persian, Russian and English
languages, and it is considered the most comprehensive library in
the field of Eurasian studies in the country.
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IRAS Media

Bilingual (Persian and English) information site of the Institute of
Iran and Eurasia Studies at www.iras.ir and www.iras.ir/en, is the only
specialized news-analytical and research site in the country in the
field of Eurasia studies and is considered one of the most complete
domestic scientific and research resources in this field. The Farsi
website of IRAS was launched in 2004 and its English website started
its activities in 2015. It makes available the developments of the
Eurasian region on a daily basis to experts, researchers and political,
economic and cultural activists.

Also, IRAS Telegram channel at https://t.me/iras_institute and IRAS
Instagram page at https://www.instagram.com/iras_institute are other
media that place IRAS products at the disposal of the audience.
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Scientific Council

A number of prominent university professors and experts in the
field of Eurasian studies, as well as senior experts and former and
current diplomats of Iran in this region, have formed the members
of the scientific council and think tank of IRAS.

Members of IRAS Scientific Council are as follows:

Seyyed Mohammad Kazem Sajjadpour; member of the
faculty of International Relations of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and senior diplomat

Jahangir Karami; faculty member of University of
Tehran and senior researcher of Russian studies

Mehdi Sanaei; faculty member of University of Tehran

Seyyed Rasool Mousavi; PhD in international relations
and former ambassador of Iran to Tajikistan

Mahmoud Shouri; PhD in international relations and
senior researcher of Eurasian studies

Hasan Beheshtipour; senior researcher of Eurasian
studies

Bahram Amirahmadian; university professor and senior
researcher of Eurasian studies

Mohsen Shojaei; PhD in Russian language and literature
and a member of the faculty of Islamic Azad University
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Mojtaba Demirchilu; PhD in international relations and
former ambassador of Iran to Georgia and Kazakhstan

Mohammad Reza Bahrami; PhD in international relations
and former ambassador of Iran to Afghanistan

Mandana Tishehyar; faculty member of Allameh Tabatabaei
University and senior researcher of Indian studies

Davood Kiani; faculty member of Islamic Azad University

and senior researcher of European Studies

Mohsen Shariatinia; faculty member of Shahid Beheshti
University and senior researcher of Chinese Studies

Hamid Reza Azizi; PhD in international relations and
senior researcher of Eurasian studies

Vali Golmohammadi; faculty member of Tarbiat Modares
University and senior researcher of Turkish studies

=% Vali Kaleji; PhD in regional studies and senior researcher in

Eurasian studies

Seyed Hossein Tabatabaei; cultural adviser of LR. Iran in

Armenia and senior researcher of Caucasus studies
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Managing Director

The managing director of IRAS is Dr. Mehdi Sanaei who
co-founded this institute in 2004 with Ahmad Masjed Jamei,
the former Minister of Culture of Iran. Mehdi Sanaei is an
associate professor of international relations at the University
of Tehran. He has been the ambassador extraordinary of the
Islamic Republic of Iran to Russia from 2013 to 2019. He was
lawmaker at Iran’s Islamic Parliament from 2008 to 2013 and
a member of the foreign policy commission in the 8th and 9th
legislatures of the Parliament.

He has written and translated several books, and some of his
works have been published in foreign languages. Sanaei's last
book is in Persian, "Russia: Society, Politics and Government",
and coafter in Russian, "Conversations about the Future That
Does Not Yet exist".

He is invited professor at the Faculty of World Economy and
International Affairs of HSE, Moscow since 2021 and appoint-
ed as senior fellow of the Centre for Governance and Public
Management at Carleton University in Ottawa, Canada in May
2022.
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Contact Us

Postal address: Tehran, Unit 8, No. 2, Amini Alley, after Saei ParkVali-e-Asr St.
Postal code: 1434734366

Telefax: 021 88792496-88770586

Emails:

Public relations: info@iras.ir

Editor-in-chief: sardabir@iras.ir



